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Chief George Clayman - Alexandria

Chief James Reinert - Alton

Chief Steven Barton - Andover

Chief Steve Heath - Ashland

Chief Al Poulin - Barnstead
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Chief Don Atwood - Bridgewater
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Chief Dan Defosses - Campton/Thornton/Ellsworth

Chief Tyler Driscoll - Center Harbor

Chief Jeremy Martin - Danbury

Mike Swarbrick - Dorchester

Chief Michael Foss - Franklin

Chief Steve Carrier - Gilford

Chief Joe Hempel - Gilmanton

Tony Albert - Groton

Chief Tony Albert - Hebron
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Chief Dave Bengtson - Moultonborough
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Tom Beaulieu - Northfield
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Chief Evan Hacker - Rumney

Chief Paul Dexter - Sanbornton

Chief Ted Call - Sandwich

Chief Scott Whitehouse - Strafford

Chief Michael Sitar - Tilton

Chief Arthur Heath - Warren

Chief David Noyes - Waterville Valley

Chief Jeff Ames - Wentworth

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chief Michael Sitar

Executive Committee

Tilton/Northfield
Chair

Chief Jeremy Bonan Chief Benjamin LaRoche

Chief Paul DexterChief Dave Bengtson

Holderness Bristol

SanborntonMoultonborough

Director

DirectorDirector

Director

Chief Coordinator
Jonathan M. Goldman, CPE

Deputy Chief Coordinator
Erin Hannafin, RPL

Editor
Nicholas Bridle 

The Rural Hitch
Is Curated and Published Quarterly by:

Lakes Region Mutual Fire Aid Association

From the Chief...
Jonathan M. Goldman, CPE

The first quarter of 2025 has been full of progress and momentum! Our
collaboration with the New Hampshire Department of Safety and Public Works
on the new building continues to move forward. While this is an exciting time,
it’s also a very busy one as we explore the best and most effective ways to fund
the project and turn vision into reality. Many of us were able to attend the
groundbreaking ceremony on April 7 . Work has finally begun on the site. th

In early December, Deputy Chief Hannafin submitted our LRMFA Training
Program to APCO International for recertification under the Agency Training
Program Certification (ATPC). This certification is akin to an accreditation of both
our new hire and continuing education programs. To achieve this recognition,
agencies must meet or exceed over 111 ANSI standards—no small feat. We
were thrilled to receive notification in late March that our program has officially
been recertified. This marks our first recertification period, and it reflects the
continued commitment and professionalism of our team.

In January, Dispatchers Hanson and Gannon, along with Deputy Chief Hannafin,
had the opportunity to attend a live training burn in Loudon. While both
Dispatchers had successfully completed our rigorous training program when
they were hired, neither had field experience. This live burn provided a valuable
opportunity to witness fire operations from the field side—enhancing their
understanding of what responders are experiencing on the ground. Deputy
Chief Hannafin also gained additional hands-on experience coordinating
communications and working directly with the incident commander at the
command post.

A big thank you goes out to Chief Blanchette and the Loudon Fire Department
for welcoming our team and providing this meaningful experience.

We are continuing to roll out MDT’s and Crewforce applications for mobile
users, and the WebCAD training. With WebCAD users are able to obtain all of
their call information and run reports through it. Faxing has become very
expensive, and there are only a couple of agencies still receiving faxes. As such
we will stop faxing to all agencies beginning July 1, 2025. If you want to look at
MDT’s, Crewforce, or WebCAD training please reach out to our CAD Manager,
Dispatcher Sattler at asattler@lrmfa.org.  (Continued on page 3)

mailto:asattler@lrmfa.org
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(Continued from page 2)

With spring around the corner, we’re also looking forward to getting our grant-funded tent, trailer, and generator fully operational.
Once ready, this package will become a deployable asset—a new chapter in our continued readiness and support for the region.

Here’s to a strong start to 2025 and the exciting developments ahead!



Josiah Eide
FF/Medic

Tilton Northfield FD
New Hire

Cady Caron
EMT

Tilton Northfield FD
New Hire

Lauren Gilcoine
Admin Assistant

Tilton Northfield FD
New Hire

Hayden Parent
Call FF/EMT

Tilton Northfield FD
New Hire

David George
Call FF/Code Enforcement

Tilton Northfield FD
New Hire

Steve Smith
21 Years

Tilton Northfield FD
Retired

Steve Vachon
Captain

Plymouth Fire
31 Year Anniversary

Jack Olmstead
FF

Plymouth Fire
38 Year Anniversary
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Dan Doucette
Deputy Chief
Plymouth Fire

New Hire

Jay Haines
Deputy Chief
Meredith Fire

40 Year Anniversary

Joeseph Duschka Jr.
Firefighter

Meredith Fire
40 Year Anniversary

David Parker
Captain

Meredith Fire
25 Year Anniversary



Sales, Installation and Service for Wireless Communications and
Emergency Vehicle Equipment

Ossipee Mountain Electronics
S E L L I N G  B E T T E R  S O L U T I O N S

THANK YOU FOR YEARS!
1975 - 2025

sales@omesbs.com Open Monday - Friday 8am - 4:30pm www.omesbs.com 
800-639-5081 

Moultonboro NH & Northfield NH

50
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On January 11, Dispatchers Hanson and
Gannon had the opportunity to participate
in a live training burn in Loudon under the
supervision of Deputy Chief Hannafin. As
two of our newer team members, this
hands-on experience was invaluable in
helping them better understand the
operations and challenges they hear on
the fire ground every day. Deputy Chief
Hannafin was also tasked with
coordinating Communications from the
Command Post.

LRMFA
Assists at
Acquired
Structure
Training

A huge thank you to the
Loudon NH Fire Department
for allowing our team to join

and gain this critical
perspective. Your support

helps us strengthen the
connection between the fire

ground and Communications,
ensuring we provide the best

possible service to our
member communities and

mutual aid partners.



Happy Birthday to the emergency number 9-1-1. The first 9-1-1 call in the
United States was made on February 16, 1968 in Haleyville, Alabama. The call

was placed by Rankin Fite, the Speaker of the House for Alabama, and
answered by Tom Bevill, a U.S. Representative. 

The call was made from Haleyville City Hall to the local police station. The
building that was used for the call later became Haleyville's City Hall. The call

marked a significant moment in emergency response in the United States. 

The American Telephone and Telegraph Company announced in 1968 that 9-1-1
would be reserved for contacting emergency services in its service areas. Six
days after the first 9-1-1 call in the U.S., the second call was made in Alaska.
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EXCELLENT
EFFICIENCY

SIMPLE FILLS,
STREAMLINED
EXCEEDS NFPA
STANDARDS

SALES@BERGERONPROTECTIVECLOTHING.COM
NH/MA/VT: (603) 736-8500

ME: (207) 893-8320
WWW.BERGERONPROTECTIVECLOTHING.COM

SOLUTIONS ONSITE FOR WHEN
EVERY MOMENT MATTERS ARCTIC
AUTO-CASCADE CONTROL PANELS
AUTOMATE COMPRESSED
BREATHING AIR MANAGEMENT,
OPTIMIZING CYLINDER FILLING BY
PNEUMATICALLY BALANCING
STORAGE BANKS. THIS INCREASES
EFFICIENCY, REDUCES HUMAN
ERROR, AND FREES PERSONNEL FOR
OTHER TASKS.

GOLD STANDARD IN
STREAMLINE EFFICIENCY.

OFFERING SALES, INSTALLATION, AND SERVICE
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Do you want to sign up to
receive the LRMFA Rural Hitch,
or bi-weekly training bulleting

from the Training Division?

Go to www.lrmfa.org and scroll
to the bottom of the page.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lrmfa.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0Xwuwx18BmRCPSBdbo7ynalshAFqRzRzJ4pf32eF3h3Zm0fK0CGKq9hEs_aem_8OOP4lBIhnAnNXYJmsAAkw&h=AT0dQT8ehtstriuJK5y6ZUYORADn8a0K9vp8dqqqjdIvA589OZC4Nm-shqcqraPcSEAqRW0XCoeYaDgJT6GbKVLotSkqLzV3mfNXRtc3GVtVwcZfoRLS8SSeQOJhdpmu2oOxOe3CXyXHxg&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3Q8Zf9otNRbMAyjOOt1olNMqYVYTkBwSM3zWNcCX1A_40V_MaWgDlqoFIT1rES0r_DIaDL5Ppo3Iw4irGviMpdK7ht0Eu8eDvbNx3SbL_wZUdPekh0fNl7G9_4FqLKkDIs4volTlweP0usEe_6F3k5NSXihCMq2K3Yz8jGpK9dGdbgn0o8b4vjSt8zKFmnCIJG-A7jSTVwFkr16g3ATY1efg
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Two alarm fire on
Chestnut Street in Tilton.

2/3/2025 

Assisted by Franklin,
Sanbornton, Belmont,

Laconia, Concord,
Gilmanton, Andover, and

New Hampton.
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On March 25, the LRMFA Training Division had the opportunity to host Dave Quick and his class,
The Engine Boss: 5 Years of My Mistakes. We had an incredible turnout, with 68 attendees from

New Hampshire, Maine, and Massachusetts, all eager to learn from Dave’s experiences.

A huge thank you to everyone who participated—we appreciate your dedication to training and
professional growth! We look forward to seeing you again on June 3rd for our next Quarterly

Training on Swift Water.



John Ludwick
Engineer

Meredith Fire
25 Year Anniversary

Douglas Barber
Firefighter

Meredith Fire
10 Year Anniversary

Steve Heath
Chief

Ashland Fire
Retired - 31 Years

Jonathan Goldman
Chief Coordinator

LRMFA
8 Year Anniversary

@lrmfa

@lrmfa

lrmfa.org

@lrmfa

SMASH
THAT
FOLLOW
BUTTON

Josh Hanson
Dispatcher

LRMFA
2 Year Anniversary
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Riggs
Comfort Dog
Belmont Fire

New Hire
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688 Ossipee Mountain Hwy./Route 25, Tamworth, NH
Phone: 603-323-7117 Email: Info@lakesfire.com 
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HME Ahrens-Fox SFO Custom Cab & Chassis
Seating for 4
Gen II - EMS Compartment
Cummins L9
Allison 3000EVS Automatic Transmission 
45,000 BTU Air Conditioning with Heater
36,000 BTU Supplemental Heater
40 Amp - Battery Charger – ProMariner
Kussmaul 20 Amp - 120V- Super Auto Eject
Air Auto Eject – Kussmaul
Electronic Siren – Whelen
Q2B Mechanical Siren
Heater, Pump House, 53,500 BTU
FRC In Control 400 Series Pressure Governor
1500 GPM
839 US Gal
Foam System, Hale "FoamLogix" 2.1A
Foam Tank, (1) 30 Glns
Steamer Inlet, 6", L/S, R/S, Front & Rear
Primer Selector Valve, Gated Suctions
#1 Discharge, Left Side 2.5
#2 Discharge, Left Side 3”
#3 Discharge, Right Side 2.5
#4 Discharge, Right Side 3”
Right Running Board Hosewell
Discharge, 2.5" R/S Rear
Direct Tank Fill, Left Rear
Crosslay, (2) Beds, 1.5" NST Dbl Stk / 1.5" NST Dbl Stk -
Deck Gun
L/S & R/S Full Length, Upper Storage Compartment
Oil Dry Hopper R/S Upper
SCBA Tubes, (7) Rear Wheelwell, (3) L/S - (4) R/S 

BENNINGTON NH FIRE DEPT 
HME Ahrens-Fox SFO Custom Pumper 

Recent
Delivery 



We want to help your agency shine. 

Do you have a New Hire or Promotion? Let us
know! 
How about a retirement? Let us thank them for
their service to your community. 
Did you get a new piece of Apparatus? Send us a
Picture or two, we love new trucks!
Hosting a Training? Let us help you fill seats.

Send your Department News to:
ruralhitch@lrmfa.org

Send Us YourSend Us YourSend Us Your
Department News!Department News!Department News!

Extra!Extra!Extra!Extra!

Lakes Region Mutual Fire Aid 
By The Numbers


